
           

    
 

  Education for ALL: addressing marginalisation 
     Recommendations for the 2010 MDG review    

 
 

“The key message to emerge [from the Global Monitoring Report] is that failure to 
place inclusive education at the centre of the Education for All agenda is holding 

back progress towards the goals adopted at Dakar. Governments have to do far more 
to extend opportunities to hard-to-reach groups such as ethnic minorities, poor 

households in slums and remote rural areas, those affected by armed conflict and 
children with disabilities.”1 

 
Despite overall increases in school participation over the past decade, some children 
continue to be left behind. Chief among these are children with disabilities. UNESCO 
estimates that one-third of the 72 million children currently out of school are disabled and 
that 90 per cent of children with disabilities in developing countries do not go to school.2 
World Bank research suggests disability has substantially more impact on participation in 
education than gender, rural residence or household economic status.3  Making education 
more responsive to the needs of children with disabilities is now one of the most pressing 
concerns if we are to meet the education MDG. 
 
The recommendations below, based largely on suggestions in reports from the Fast Track 
Initiative, the EFA Global Monitoring Report and the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to 
Education,4 highlight key areas for action by donors and governments in tackling 
marginalisation.  
 
  
1. National governments  

 
1.1 Ensure education plans tackle the causes of marginalisation through strategies to 
promote accessibility and affordability and develop an inclusive learning environment. 
Specific measures include:  

 Establish pre-service and in-service training for teachers in inclusive practices. 
Ensure there is adequate support and expertise in more specialist skills (such as 
Braille literacy), and promote the employment of teachers with disabilities.  

 Revise and adapt curriculum content and testing methods to ensure flexibility and 
accommodation for all students. 

 Make school buildings accessible and safe, and ensure timely provision of teaching 
and learning materials in accessible formats, such as audio or Braille. 

 Develop accountability mechanisms to monitor exclusion and progress, including 
data on school registration and completion by children with disabilities.  

 Invest in inclusive early childhood care and education, which can lay the foundation 
for lifelong inclusion of children with disabilities in both education and society 

 Involve civil society organisations representing people with disabilities in developing 
and monitoring education plans, to draw on their expertise and experience.  

 Employ an intersectoral approach, ensuring links at all levels between education 
institutions and health services, social protection and community based rehabilitation. 



                                   

1.2 Include adequate funding for these measures in education sector budgets and 
requests for development assistance. Ensure budget allocations target currently excluded 
groups and allow flexible use of funds to support activities for inclusion. 
 
 
2. Development partners  
 
2.1 Consistent with Article 32 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD), ensure all aid to education supports systems that are 
accessible to and inclusive of people with disabilities. Development assistance should 
help build more inclusive education, not establish structures that exclude millions of people. 
In practice this can mean simple steps such as considering people with disabilities in 
education planning and evaluation; including provision of accessible formats in support for 
classroom materials; and involving specialist institutes when supporting teacher training. 
 
2.2 Support government capacity to address inclusion, including through support for 
relevant government departments and the steps given below for the Fast Track Initiative.  
 
2.3 Ensure a reformed Fast Track Initiative builds the capacity of education systems to 
meet the needs of all children, including children with disabilities, by:  

 Expanding use of the FTI/UNGEI Equity and Inclusion Guide5. To ensure this is 
effective, civil society and government institutions representing people with disabilities 
must be fully involved; there must be adequate accompanying guidance on disability; 
and governments must have access to financial and technical assistance for situation 
analyses, planning and policy implementation.   

 Including indicators on access and support for children with disabilities within the 
revised FTI performance and M&E frameworks, to drive action and monitor progress. 

 
2.4 Support the capacity of civil society organisations representing people with 
disabilities to engage in education sector planning and reviews.  
 
2.5 Support research on marginalisation and collection of disaggregated data on 
education access and performance by people with disabilities. 
 
2.6 Ensure their own organisational reporting systems include information on disability, 
and assess impact on people with disabilities in all education programme evaluations.  

 
 
For further information please contact policy@sightsavers.org 
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