
Alt (alternative) text is a simple 
description of an image that can be read 
by screen-reading software. It’s best to 
keep the description short and concise:  
screen readers generally only read 
about 125 characters for alt text.

Read your alt text aloud in the context 
of the document to make sure it has the 
same impact as the image

Alt text

A cow in a field of grass and dandelions.

Mark unimportant images and 
backgrounds as decorative. This will  
tell a screen reader to ignore them.

There’s no need to write “Image of…”  
or “ Picture of…” – a screen reader will 
do this automatically

An image of a saltwater crocodile  
swimming on the surface of a river.

A saltwater crocodile swimming on the 
surface of a river.

For in-depth guidance,  visit:  
www.sightsavers.org/alt-text-
accessibility or scan the QR code here
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Include key points of a graph or other numerical data  
and explain in further detail in the body of the document

The figure shows the 
number of participants 
who found the workshop 
accessible. The majority 
of the participants either 
agreed or strongly agreed 
that the workshop  
is accessible.

Figure 2. Number of participants 
who found the workshop accessible

Alt text
For in-depth guidance,  visit:  
www.sightsavers.org/alt-text-
accessibility or scan the QR code here


